








1963	 C.H.B. Seafoods acquired Pan Pacific, Heinz 
Corporation acquired Starkist, and Ralston 
Purina acquired Van Camp.  The dominant tuna 
canning operations, once locally based, were now 
part of multinational food-processing conglom-
erates.  

1973	 The Commercial Diving Center Inc. bought the 
Coast Fishing Company Building and was renamed 
the National Polytechnic College of Engineering 
and Oceaneering.

1980s	Tuna industry became contracted to one small 
operation.

1984	 Starkist was the first big cannery to 
shut down.	

1992	 CHB Foods cannery, formerly 
known as Pan Pacific, was shut 
down.

1994	 Pier 300/400 underwent construc-
tion as the largest capital improve-
ment 	 undertaking of all US 
seaports and the Port’s most ambi-
tious development project.

2001	 Chicken of the Sea tuna canning 
plant at the Los Angeles Harbor 
closed down, displacing 250 work-
ers in the San Pedro area of Los 
Angeles and representing the last 
tuna fish canning operation in the 
continental U.S.  

2006	 Ports of Los Angeles and Long Beach 
together create the San Pedro Bay 
Ports Clean Air Action Plan, which 
plans to reduce emissions by 50% 
within five years. 

2007	 The Port’s Centennial birthday.

Los Angeles Harbor Facilities (http://www.portoflosangeles.org/facilities_map.htm, September 2007).

Coast Fisheries Building (David Greenwood, Jones & Stokes, 2006).
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