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236 North Avalon Boulevard

Los Angeles

New San Pedro, later known as Wilmington. APN: 74180319003

The building located 236 North Avalon Boulevard is a two-story commercial building composed of brick masonry and concrete 
block.  It is rectangular in plan and features three rows of reinforced masonry bolts on the primary façade and rear elevations.  
Engaged brick and concrete block pilasters are located on either side of the primary elevation.  The pilasters appear to be quoins 
on the second story north and south (side) elevations.  The walls of both the north and south elevations are of two different 
thicknesses.  The first floor walls have applied smooth stucco siding flush with the pilasters.  On the upper wall of the north 
elevation, brick is exposed.  On the upper wall of the south elevation, the brick is covered in rough texture stucco siding.  The 
west façade (primary elevation) faces directly onto North Avalon Boulevard.  The first story is roughly four bays wide.  A single 
door is located in the leftmost bay, separated from the right three by a brick pilaster.  On the right side of the pilaster, the 
composition of the right three bays are recessed double doors in the center, flanked by windows on either side.  The windows are 
covered in security bars.  A wooden beltcourse supported by projecting beam ends separates the entrance level from the windows 
above.  (See Continuation sheet)
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Resource Name or #:* 236 North Avalon Boulevard
*

Historic Name:
Common NameSmokey's Cycle Specializing in Harley Davidson - Par
Original Use: Commercial
Architectural Style: vernacular brick masonry
Construction History:

No original building permit was located.  Additional permits: Building Permit No. 29176 was issued on April 19, 
1963 to George Tetik to remove existing louvred, covered suspended ceiling and replace with plywood.  The 
building’s (See Continuation Sheet)

Moved?
Related Features:

Architect: N/A

B1.
B2.
B3. B4.

* B5.
* B6.

* B7.
* B8.

B9a.
* B10.

B11.
* B12.

B13.

* B14.

Present Use:

(Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations.)

No Yes Unknown Date: Original Location:

N/Ab.  Builder:
Significance: Commercial/ResidentialTheme WilmingtonArea

c. 1908Period of Significance Commercial/ResidentialProperty Type N/AApplicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

The building located 236 North Avalon Boulevard does not appear to be eligible for either the NRHP or the CRHR.  
It has lost architectural integrity due to fenestration and entrance alterations.  Because no research has shown that the 
building makes a significant contribution to the broad patterns of area history, it does not meet Criterion A from the 
National Register or Criterion 1 from the California Register.  Although the building was an early addition to the 
Avalon Boulevard commercial corridor, no research has shown it to be associated with the lives of persons important 
to California or national history.  Further, numerous alterations have been made to the façade and it does not appear 
that the building was ever an exemplar of its type, period, region, method of construction, nor is it the work of a 
master craftsman.  It does not appear to possess high artistic value.  Thus, the building does not meet Criterion B or C 
from the NR or Criterion 2 or 3 from the CR.  The building does not meet Criterion D from the NR or Criterion 4 
from the CR because no research has shown that the building is likely to yield information important to prehistory or 
history of the local area.  (See Continuation Sheet)

Additional Resource Attributes:   (List attributes and codes):
References:

Remarks:

Evaluator: Portia Lee/Meghan Potter
Date of Evaluation: 6/26/08

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch map with north arrow required)
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Building Permits 29176, 
71785, 47669
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps 1921 and 1950
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P3a: There is only one glass remaining, above the leftmost door.  A sign reading “Smokey’s Cycle 
Specializing in Harley Davidson – Parts Service” is located above the double door entrance.  The spaces for 
windows in the second and fourth bays have been filled in with wood.  A plain entablature separates the first 
and second stories.  The entablature is defined on the top by a thin cornice, and on the bottom by a 
beltcourse.   
 
The second story is five bays wide.  Non-original vinyl sliding sash windows are located in the second and 
fourth bays.  A simple entablature above the windows is composed entirely of brickwork.  Brick dentils 
appear in an inverted pyramid shape.  The frieze is composed of a plain geometric pattern, and the 
architrave is plain.  A thin cornice directly below the windows separates the first and second stories.  A 
metal projecting sign is located at the second story level, attached to the southernmost (right) pilaster.  The 
sign reads is blank on both sides.   
 
The rear (east) elevation of the building is three bays wide and defined by a second floor balcony in the right 
(north) bay accessed by a set of double doors.  Two small windows are located to the left and center bays.  
As the building is surrounded by a high fence, the ground level is not visible from the street.   
 
B6: is listed as “cocktail bar.” On August 10, 1968, permit no. 71785 was granted to R. Strickland to install 
a suspended ceiling on a steel grid.  The contractor was G. J. Krause Co.  On May 10, 1972, permit no. 
47669 was granted to Abel Sedillo to construct a plywood front and panel interior in the building.   
 
B10. The building does not appear to qualify as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument.  An an 
unexceptional example of a brick masonry building with a compromised exterior surface, the building does 
not exhibit the characteristics of a historically significant building.   
 
Photographs:  
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Spigot by front door 
 
 

 
View of side of front entrance. 
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131 North Avalon Boulevard

Los Angeles

Banning's Reserve of 35 AcresNew San Pedro Tract, later known as Wilmington.  APN: 7440006012

131 North Avalon Boulevard is composed of two separate vernacular Moderne buildings fronting Avalon Boulevard and a 
warehouse building located to the rear.  The two buildings facing North Avalon Boulevard are one story in height and sheathed in 
stucco wall cladding.  They are virtually identical in size, window placement, and exterior treatments.  They are separated by a 
narrow gap; thus, visually they are in effect one building with a slightly interrupted façade.  Based on the available building 
permit, the right (north) building was the original building, and the left (sThe buildings are primarily rectangular in plan.  Like 133 
North Avalon Boulevard, the primary (east) elevation is angled southwesterly, following the curve of the street.  A curved awning 
wraps around the front façade and north and south sides of the building.  Round vents are located directly beneath the awnings.  
Each building features three large windows and one door.  One window is located directly to the right of the door and two 
windows are grouped together to the left side of the door.  The windows are multi-light casements.  The door in the building on 
the left (south) is solid, while the door on the right (north) is the original glass-paned door.  All the doors and windows are 
covered by original fixed-in place metal security bars.  The front elevation of the building on the right (north) has, in addition to 
the casement windows, a small one-over-one sliding sash window at the far right hand side.  The north elevation, visible from the 
street, is two bays wide. (See continuation sheet).
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Resource Name or #:* 131 North Avalon Boulevard
*

Historic Name: Quality Machine and Boiler Works
Common Name
Original Use: Commercial
Architectural Style: vernacular Moderne
Construction History:

July 19, 1954:  Quality Machine and Boiler Works was granted Building Permit No. SP 8954 to build an office.  The 
contractor was Stephen M. Cope.  No architect or engineer was listed.  The building was valued at $4500.  (See 
Continuation Sheet)

Moved?
Related Features:

Architect: N/A

B1.
B2.
B3. B4.

* B5.
* B6.

* B7.
* B8.

B9a.
* B10.

B11.
* B12.

B13.

* B14.

Present Use:

(Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations.)

No Yes Unknown Date: Original Location:

Stephen M. Copeb.  Builder:
Significance: Commercial/Industrial BuildingTheme WilmingtonArea

1954Period of Significance Commercial/IndustrialProperty Type N/AApplicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

The building located at 133 North Avalon Boulevard does not appear to be eligible for either the NRHP or the 
CRHR.  The building is a modest example of a rectangular planned building utilized as office space for a light 
industrial business. The building is located in a commercial and industrial area at the end of Avalon Boulevard, what 
was once one of Wilmington’s main commercial thoroughfares.  It is located just north of Wilmington Waterfront.   
The single-story building appears to have undergone few, if any, exterior alterations. Because no research has shown 
that the building makes a significant contribution to the broad patterns of area history, it does not meet Criterion A 
from the National Register or Criterion 1 from the California Register.  Further, no research has shown the building to 
be associated with the lives of persons important to California or national history, nor does it appear that the building 
is an exemplar of its type, period, region, method of construction, nor is it the work of a master craftsman.  It does not 
appear to possess high artistic value.  Thus, the building does not meet Criterion B or C from the National Register or 
Criterion 2 or 3 from the California Register.  The building does not meet Criterion D from the National Register or 
Criterion 4 from the California Register because no research has shown that the building is likely to yield information 
important to prehistory or history of the local area. (See Continuation Sheet).

Additional Resource Attributes:   (List attributes and codes):
References:

Remarks:

Evaluator: Portia Lee/Meghan Potter
Date of Evaluation: 6/26/08

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch map with north arrow required)
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Building Permit No. 8954

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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P3a.  The left side is blank and the right is defined by a horizontally oriented casement window.   
 
A third front-gabled building is located to the rear and looms over the two buildings on the street.  It is 
sheathed in corrugated metal siding and features four sets of multi-light hopper windows on the north and 
south elevations.  A sign on top of the building reads “Dockside Machine & Skip Repair.”  Access to the 
interior of the building was not available.  
 
B6.  September 10, 1968:  A permit for an addition was issued.  However, the permit was not available at 
the Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety.   
 
B10. The building does not appear to qualify as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. 
 
Photograph:  
 

 
Exterior of 131 North Avalon Boulevard, facing southwest 
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133 North Avalon Boulevard

Los Angeles

Banning's Reserve of 35 Acres.  New San Pedro Tract, later known as Wilmington, APN: 744006011

The building located at 133 North Avalon Boulevard is one story in height.  It is composed of cement block and sheathed in 
smooth stucco siding.  The building is primarily rectangular in shape.  Its primary (east) elevation is angled southwesterly, 
following the curve of the street.  The building has an arched roof that is hidden from the street by the building’s raised parapet 
wall that lends it the appearance of a flat-roofed building.  The primary elevation features a smooth unadorned beltcourse located 
roughly one third of the distance from the top of the wall to the ground.  The primary elevation is three bays wide.  The left bay 
(south) is occupied by a large square plate glass window and recessed entry.  The center bay is occupied by two small one-over-
one sliding wood sash windows.  The right bay (north) contains a one-car garage opening.  The door is composed of three 
accordion panels fitted with angled wood. The north elevation, visible from the street, has no windows or doors.  Access to the 
interior of the building was unavailable. The parcel contains two buildings: the subject property, and a boiler storage building 
located in the rear of the property.
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Resource Name or #:* 133 North Avalon Boulevard
*

Historic Name: Quality Machine and Boiler Works
Common Name
Original Use: Commercial
Architectural Style: vernacular
Construction History:

Building Permit No. 15627 was issued on July 1, 1947.  The permit on microfilm was illegible.  Permit No. 23381 
was issued on October 26, 1950 to Quality Machine and Boiler Works for the construction of (See Continuation 
Sheet).

Moved?
Related Features:

Architect: N?A

B1.
B2.
B3. B4.

* B5.
* B6.

* B7.
* B8.

B9a.
* B10.

B11.
* B12.

B13.

* B14.

Present Use:

(Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations.)

No Yes Unknown Date: Original Location:

N/Ab.  Builder:
Significance: Commercial/IndustrialTheme WilmingtonArea

1947Period of Significance Commercial/IndustrialProperty Type N/AApplicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

The building located at 133 North Avalon Boulevard does not appear to be eligible for either the NRHP or the 
CRHR.  Constructed in 1947, the building is a modest example of a rectangular planned building utilized as office 
space for a light industrial business. The building is located in a commercial and industrial area at the end of Avalon 
Boulevard, what was once one of Wilmington’s main commercial thoroughfares.  It is located just north of 
Wilmington Waterfront.   The single-story building appears to have undergone few, if any, exterior alterations.  
Because no research has shown that the building makes a significant contribution to the broad patterns of area history, 
it does not meet Criterion A from the National Register or Criterion 1 from the California Register.  Further, no 
research has shown the building to be associated with the lives of persons important to California or national history, 
nor does it appear that the building is an exemplar of its type, period, region, method of construction, nor is it the 
work of a master craftsman.  It does not appear to possess high artistic value.  Thus, the building does not meet 
Criterion B or C from the National Register or Criterion 2 or 3 from the California Register.  The building does not 
meet Criterion D from the National Register or Criterion 4 from the California Register because no research has 
shown that the building is likely to yield information important to prehistory or history of the local area.  (See 
Continuation Sheet).

Additional Resource Attributes:   (List attributes and codes):
References:

Remarks:

Evaluator: Portia Lee/Meghan Potter
Date of Evaluation: 6/26/08

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch map with north arrow required)
Los Angeles Department of Building and Safety Building Permit No. 23381

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
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B6.  a building for boiler storage, plate layout, and welding.  A diagram was included to show the location 
of the building, which was behind (to the west) of the main office located on Avalon Boulevard.   
 
B10. The building does not appear to qualify as a City of Los Angeles Historic-Cultural Monument. 
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