
 

 

Figure 4.  Wilmington Industrial Timeline 
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Willow Street Underpass
Sepulveda/Willow Bridge

Los Angeles

  Willow Street/E. Sepulveda Boulevard 

In Long Beach, California at the city boundary of Los Angeles.

The Willow Street Underpass/E. Sepulveda Boulevard Overcrossing, CalTrans Bridge No. 53C0590, was designed as a Warren 
truss with vertical supports.  The structure is a single-span, riveted steel half-through truss supported by a closed end-backfilled 
reinforced concrete seat abutment.  The bridge carries the Union Pacific Railroad over five lanes of Willow Street with a vertical 
clearance of 15 feet 2 inches.  Measuring 112 feet in length, the bridge has no skew and is placed on a tangential alignment.  It is 
presently owned by the Union Pacific Railroad.  The east and west abutments of the Willow Street bridge are similar.  Designed in
the Art Deco style, the exterior composition consists of a massive concrete block formed into a series of five horizontal stepped 
piers.  The face of the fifth pier exhibits Art Deco straight-line scoring, grouped into an abstract composition of shallow lines of 
varying length.  Above the scoring is a rectangular space which held the bridge description plate, now missing.  On the interior of 
each abutment, space has been carved out to receive the base engineering members: end floor beams, bottom chord, bottom lateral 
bracing and bearing, together with seated diagonal and vertical members.  Diagonal girders, alternately placed in tension and 
compression, were riveted  to square pins at the base of the top chord channel.  (See continuation sheet).
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Resource Name or #:* Willow Street Underpass
*

Historic Name: Willow Street Underpass
Common NameSepulveda/Willow Bridge
Original Use: Bridge
Architectural Style: Art Deco
Construction History:

Originally spanning Bitter Creek between Rock Springs and Green River, Wyoming

Moved? Bitter Creek, Wyoming
Related Features:

Architect: Union Pacific Railroad

B1.
B2.
B3. B4.

* B5.
* B6.

* B7.
* B8.

B9a.
* B10.

B11.
* B12.

B13.

* B14.

Present Use: Industrial

(Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations.)

No Yes Unknown Date 1930 Original Location:

Railroad tracks

Merritt,Chapman & Scott, Eng.b.  Builder:
Significance: Railroad TransportationTheme Western United StatesArea

1910Period of Significance BridgeProperty Type CRHR 1,3Applicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

The Willow Street/Sepulveda/Boulevard Underpass was previously surveyed by the California Department of 
Transportation and placed on the Historic Bridge Inventory List with a rating of 5: not eligible for the National 
Register of Historic Places.  However, Caltrans has now revised this rating for railroad bridges to a Rating 4, which 
requires a determination of the importance of the bridge in the history of its parent railroad.                                      
The foundations for the Willow Street Underpass were constructed in 1932, although the bridge itself had been built 
in 1910 for double-track main line use over Bitter Creek near Green River, Wyoming.  Railroad expansion into 
western territory had been made profitable by extractive industries such as coal mining in the first years of the 20th 
century.  In Wyoming the route required crossing creeks and chasms.  Bitter Creek, an 80 mile stream passes through 
several Wyoming Counties and parallels the Union Pacific path, flowing through Rock Springs and Green River.  The 
Union Pacific built several bridges  across the creek along points between Rock Creek Springs and Green River in the 
first years of the 20th century.  (See continuation sheet).

Additional Resource Attributes:   (List attributes and codes): AH15
References:

Remarks:

Evaluator: Portia Lee/David Greenwood
Date of Evaluation: September 20, 2007

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch map with north arrow required)
United Pacific Railroad History Department, Omaha, Nebraska
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P3a.  Curved vertical members brace the top chord beginning with a straight plate below the chord, increase gradually 
in width, then curving inward to meet the bottom chord, functioning as buttresses for the vertical members of the 
roadbed.  Lacing is a prominent feature on the diagonal members. 
 
 
B10.  On December 15, 1932, in a story titled, “Union Pacific Cut Off Ready,” the Los Angeles Times reported that 
the Union Pacific system would commission its new cut-off from Los Angeles into the Harbor District bound for 
Terminal Island.  The new route, which replaced 1.7 miles of trackage through Long Beach, had six concrete and steel 
rail bridges including the Willow Street/E. Sepulveda grade separation.  The new Union Pacific line, the result of a 
five-year program instituted by Los Angeles County in cooperation with the railroads, was intended to eliminate 
economic losses due to delays at grade crossings and to reduce accidents and fatalities.  
 
The Willow Street/Sepulveda Boulevard Overcrossing is significant under Criterion 1 of the California Register as a 
contributing resource to the history of Union Pacific railroad bridges within the context of railroad expansion to 
further economic development of extractive industries in the western United States at the beginning of the 20th 
century.  Although the bridge was moved to Long Beach, California 22 years later, it acquired new significance under 
Criterion 1 within the context of city planning and development.  Rebuilt on a new line of the Union Pacific railroad, 
the bridge was instrumental in clearing the center of the city of Long Beach from train operations, a result demanded 
by citizens who wished to foster modern development patterns that favored business expansion and burgeoning 
automobile use. 
 
The bridge is also significant under California Register Criterion 3 as an unusual example of truss bridge design 
utilizing curved vertical members.  The underpass has retained substantial integrity despite its relocation.  The Art 
Deco design of the abutments, which dates from the period of the bridge’s placement in Long Beach, does not detract 
from the essential integrity of the 1910 bridge design and adds additional architectural features characteristic of the 
Art Deco Style. 
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California Cartage Warehouses

Los Angeles
Long Beach 1981

Assessor's Parcel Number: 7315-015-905.  PART OF THE RANCHO SAN PEDRO ALLOTTED TO 
MANUEL DOMINGUEZ.

4S 13W SB

The California Cartage Warehouse complex consists of three similar large warehouses designated Building 13, Building 16 and 
Building 17, and   office trailers.  The site is accessed from Pacific Coast Highway through a guard kiosk.  Building 16 and 17 are 
paired parallel to one another with Building 16 in line with Building 13 to the south, and about 50 feet to the east of Building 17.  
Also on the site are several miscellaneous service buildings.  Railroad tracks run between Buildings 16 and 17.  The property is 
also crossed by spur railroad tracks, which appear to connect with Union Pacific freight lines traveling north along Alameda 
Street.  The three California Cartage warehouses are substantially identical, with each carrying a shallow barrel roof with a slight 
overhang at the roof-wall junction.  A series of short stepped walls pierce the rooftop of each 200,000 square foot warehouse.  
They are located above the division fire walls of each of the five storage bays within the structures which measure 40,000 total 
square feet.  These firewalls provide center door openings to the adjoining bay.  Apparatus for opening and closing these doors is 
still in place, although not universally operable.  All firewalls in Building 13 are board-formed concrete.  Buildings 16 and 17 
have some brick firewalls.  Side walls on the three buildings are regulation wood frame construction.  Each storage bay also opens 
to side loading docks which run parallel to the building on the east and west.  (See continuation sheet).
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Resource Name or #:* California Cartage Warehouses
*

Historic Name: Wilmington Classification and Hold Yard
Common NameCalifornia Cartage Warehouses
Original Use: Warehouse
Architectural Style: Vernacular Commercial Warehouse
Construction History:

Constructed by United States Army (DOD) in 1942 as ordnance depot.  Certificate of Occupancy for Building 13: 
6/16/1961.  Certificate of Occupancy for Buildings 16 and 17, 6/4/1965.  Alterations:  aluminum window replacement

Moved?
Related Features:

Architect: Edward C. Taylor/ Ellis W. Taylor

B1.
B2.
B3. B4.

* B5.
* B6.

* B7.
* B8.

B9a.
* B10.

B11.
* B12.

B13.

* B14.

Present Use: Warehouse

(Construction date, alterations, and date of alterations.)

No Yes Unknown Date Original Location:

Ancillary offices; rail lines

United States Army Engineersb.  Builder:
Significance: Military constructionTheme Los Angeles HarborArea

1942-1943Period of Significance WarehouseProperty Type A, CApplicable Criteria
(Discuss importance in terms of historical or architectural context as defined by theme, period, and geographic scope.  Also address integrity.)

Records of the United States Department of Defense (DOD) indicate that this site, designated the Wilmington Class 
and Hold Yard, was built by the Army Corps of Engineers and used as an ordnance depot from 1944 to 1946.  A site 
survey summary sheet prepared under the Defense Restoration Program for Formerly Used Defense Sites indicates 
that the property was acquired in 1943 and 1944 and the warehouses constructed to store equipment awaiting 
shipment.  Improvements to the site, all constructed at that time, included the three warehouses, a railroad spur, sewer 
and water lines. The property was transferred to the Los Angeles Harbor Department c. 1961 and lessee California 
Cartage has retained use of the three warehouses. The three warehouses have retained a good degree of integrity and 
are associated with the mobilization and construction of facilities for World War II.  However, none have the special 
character-defining features of buildings historically or architecturally distinct from vernacular all-purpose storage 
buildings.  While the structures are the work of well known Los Angeles industrial architects, they do not rise to the 
level of a master work, nor do they possess high artistic values.   It does not appear that they have particular 
importance in the broad history of Los Angeles during World War II as opposed to numerous other facilities devoted 
to the war effort between 1942 and 1945, nor do they have the necessary architectural importance to qualify for local 
monument status in the field of architecture.  (See continuation sheet).

Additional Resource Attributes:   (List attributes and codes): AH15
References:

Remarks:

Evaluator: Portia Lee/David Greenwood; Jones & Stokes
Date of Evaluation: September 20, 2007

(This space reserved for official comments.)

(Sketch map with north arrow required)
Records of the Department of Defense: DERP Funds. Army Corps of 
Engineers Site No. JO9CA073000
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P3a.  Ceilings in each bay are supported by successive sets of four wood bowstring trusses running across the width 
of the building.  Vertical support posts from ceilings to floors are generally set on concrete pier blocks.  A horizontal 
line of reinforcing concrete appears about 2/3 of the vertical distance from floor to ceiling along the firewalls.  
Longitudinal support timbers run from the bowstring trusses to this line reinforcement to counteract seismic shear.  At 
the ceiling apex, three parallel rows of ventilators are staggered in intervals along the length of the room.  Operable 
skylights admit natural light.  Ceiling fixtures with reflector bulbs provide electric light.  Twelve-pane fixed windows 
on the east side of Building 17 comprise the only original window fenestration.  Alterations: Office buildings were 
attached to Building 16: a one story building in 1974 with a second story added in 1979.  Canopies and loading docks, 
as well as an office were added in January of 1980.  An office was attached to Building 13 in 1995.  Transfer docks 
were also added and canopies placed over loading docks by lessee California Cartage.  Aluminum sliders have 
replaced 95% of the original windows. 
 
 
B10.  These warehouses do not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register under criterion C or the 
California Register of Historical Resources under Criterion 3.  Further the buildings’ association with World War II 
do not rise to the level of historical significance with events or persons important in local, state or national history; 
therefore, they do not appear to be eligible for listing in the National Register under Criteria A or B or the California 
Register under Criteria 1 or 2, respectively. 
 
 

 
Looking north at building (warehouse) 17, south elevation. 
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Looking southwest at building (warehouse) 13, east elevation. 

 
 

 
Looking northeast, inside building (warehouse) 16. 
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